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Abstract—Short communication can be consider as concise yet 

useful scientific reports that contribute valuable information to the 

scientific community. This present a practical guide for researchers on 

crafting effective short communications, from initial drafting to 

successful journal submission. It discusses the structural elements that 

distinguish it from full-length articles, including brevity, clarity, and 

focused messaging. Strategies for selecting suitable journals, adhering 

to editorial guidelines, and optimizing abstracts and keywords for 

visibility are examined. Common pitfalls in writing and submission are 

addressed, with tips for enhancing acceptance prospects. By 

demystifying the process, this paper supports the researchers 

particularly early-career authors in efficiently sharing their findings 

through short-format publications. 

 
Index Terms— Short communication, Research, Publication, 

Science, Writing.  

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Papers and their types 

Papers are written documents that convey information, data, 

arguments, or analysis on a specific topic [1]. They play a 

critical role in education, academia, professional fields, and 

research. The purpose of a paper can vary from presenting new 

findings to summarizing existing knowledge or persuading 

readers on an issue [2]. 

B. Common types of papers 

There are many types of papers, each with a distinct structure 

and purpose including  

a. Research paper: The purpose of which is to present original 

exploration  findings or analysis. It has a structure including: 

abstract, introduction, methodology, results, discussion, 

conclusion, and references. A scientific study published in a 

reviewed journal is a typical example [2]. 

b. Review paper: This summarizes and evaluates existing 

research on a particular topic. The structure consists of: 

Introduction, thematic review, critical analysis, and conclusion. 

An example is the role of social media on mental health, a 

critical review [3]. 

c. Short communication or brief report: The purpose here is 

to present significant but concise findings. It is suitable for 

quick publication of important or early-stage results. A typical 
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example is a brief report of a newly discovered chemical 

compound [4]. 

d. Conference paper: Prepared for presentation at academic 

or professional conferences, this type of paper is often a 

condensed version of a manuscript  paper [5].. 

II. SHORT COMMUNICATION 

A. Definition 

It can be defined as a concise article that presents new and 

significant findings in a particular field of science [6]. It is 

usually shorter than full papers and focuses on preliminary or 

novel findings, innovations or improvements in methods, 

results that are time-sensitive or highly relevant, or updates and 

clarifications to previous work [7]. 

The key characteristics of a short communication include 

structured sections such as abstract, introduction, methods, 

results, and a brief discussion but in a condensed format [6]. Its 

length is typically 1,500–2,500 words, although this varies by 

journal [8]. It is peer-reviewed sometimes through a faster 

process. Figures and tables are limited, and references are fewer 

than in full articles. 

Some journals define them more narrowly: no abstract 

required, main body not exceeding 1,000 words, and 

comprising background (max. 100 words), aims (max. 50 

words), methods (max. 250 words), results (max. 250 words), 

and conclusion (max. 250 words). Editorial teams may limit the 

number of tables and figures [9]..  

B. Advantages of writing 

Short/brief  communications offer several advantages that 

make them a valuable format in scientific publishing. They are 

typically reviewed and published more quickly than full 

articles, making them ideal for fast-moving publication areas 

[10]. This rapid turnaround also allows scientists to share 

preliminary or key findings early, even before completing a 

full-scale study, helping to establish the priority of discovery 

[11]. The concise format emphasizes the core message without 

unnecessary detail, which is beneficial for readers seeking 

succinct scientific updates [12]. Short communications are 

particularly well-suited for certain types of work, such as pilot 

studies, negative results, novel techniques, or updates to 

previous and case studies [13]. Additionally, they often require 
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fewer experiments, less writing time, and reduced funding, 

making them accessible for researchers with limited resources 

[14]. This format also encourages clear and focused writing, as 

authors must distill complex ideas into their most essential 

form, thereby improving scientific communication skills [15]. 

For early-career researchers, short communications provide a 

less daunting and quicker route to academic visibility, making 

them an effective entry point into scholarly publishing [16]..  

C. Disadvantages of writing 

Despite their advantages, short communications also come 

with certain limitations. They are best suited for narrow or 

specific findings and are not appropriate for comprehensive 

studies, which can limit their broader scientific significance 

[17]. The brevity of the format restricts the level of detail that 

can be provided, particularly in explaining methodology or 

contextual background, potentially leading to misinterpretation 

or challenges in reproducibility [18, 19]. Publishing can also be 

challenging, as not all journals accept short communications, 

and strict word limits may hinder the effective presentation of 

meaningful results [20]. Additionally, these papers are 

sometimes perceived as less prestigious or rigorous than full-

length articles, which may result in fewer citations and lower 

academic impact [18, 21]. In some cases, these communications 

undergo a lighter peer review process, increasing the risk of 

errors going undetected [19]. 

III. WHY WRITE SHORT COMMUNICATIONS 

Short communications serve several key purposes in 

academic publishing. They enable rapid sharing of time-

sensitive findings especially in fields such as medicine, 

materials science, or environmental studies [18]. They are ideal 

for reporting significant, though preliminary, data that may not 

warrant a full-length article. They also allow authors to focus 

on a single technical advancement or update to existing work. 

For scholars at the start of their careers, this format offers an 

accessible and efficient way to build a publication record and 

gain experience [20]. Furthermore, some journals actively 

encourage short communications to disseminate narrowly 

focused but impactful contributions that might be overlooked in 

full-length submissions [9].  

IV. STRUCTURE OF SHORT COMMUNICATIONS 

1. Title: Clear, concise, and informative; reflects the core 

content [20]. 

2. Authors and Affiliations: Include names, institutional 

affiliations, and the corresponding author’s contact details [18, 

22]. 

3. Abstract: Optional (based on journal), typically 100–150 

words summarizing objectives, methods, results, and 

conclusions [8]. 

4. Keywords: 3–6 relevant terms used for indexing; fewer than 

in research articles [22]. 

5. Introduction: Brief background and rationale; states the 

problem and aim of the communication [19]. 

6. Methods: Concise description of procedures or approaches 

used, sufficient to understand how the study was done [18]. 

7. Results and Discussion: Key findings often presented 

alongside discussion of their implications. Typically includes 

one or two figures or tables [6]. 

8. Conclusion: Summarizes the main message, significance, 

and any potential for future research [20, 21]. 

9. Acknowledgements: Optional; includes funding sources, 

contributors, or institutional support [18]. 

10. References: Limited to 10–20 essential and recent sources 

[22]. 

V. CHOOSING THE SUITABLE JOURNAL AND PAPER 

SUBMISSION 

Choosing the right journal for submitting a research paper is 

an important step in the publication process. Authors should 

consider the journal’s scope, audience, and reputation to ensure 

their work fits well with the topics typically covered. 

Reviewing recent articles published in the journal can provide 

insight into the type of research that is accepted. Once a suitable 

journal is identified, it is important to carefully follow the 

submission guidelines provided by the journal, including 

formatting, word limits, and any ethical requirements. 

Submitting to the appropriate journal helps increase the 

likelihood of acceptance and ensures that the research reaches 

the intended readers effectively 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Short communications are a useful way for researchers to 

quickly share important findings, new methods, or early results 

with the scientific community. Because they are short and 

focused, they allow scientists to publish their work faster and 

with less effort than full research papers [6, 20]. When used 

wisely, short communications can add value to a researcher’s 

publication record by highlighting new ideas, building their 

reputation in a specific area, and staying active in current 

scientific discussions. Writing these papers clearly and 

effectively can help increase the reach and impact of their work.  
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